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Purpose  

The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all staff are able to model and teach the mastery approach to maths to a high standard in order for our pupils to 

achieve to the best of their abilities. 

In September 2017 we began transitioning towards a mastery approach to the teaching and learning of mathematics. We understood that this would be a 

gradual process and take several years to embed. The rationale behind changing our approach to teaching mathematics lay within the research of the 

theorists Skemp, Bruner and Dienes and the NCTEM maths hubs as well as the 2014 National Curriculum which states: 

The expectation is that most pupils will move through the programmes of study at broadly the same pace.  

Pupils who grasp concepts rapidly should be challenged through being offered rich and sophisticated problems before any acceleration through new content.  

Those who are not sufficiently fluent with earlier material should consolidate their understanding, including additional practice, before moving on.  

By representing maths using concrete, pictorial and abstract ways the children hopefully get a better grasp and more in-depth understanding of 

mathematical processes, as for too long children are expected to understand the abstract concepts over anything else. (The below examples are from the 

White Rose Calculation policy) Year 5 and 6 are going to be using a combination of the below examples on how to approach problem solving and reasoning 

using White Rose and SATS based questions.  

Children are encouraged to use the manipulatives to represent numbers, problems or calculations in a variety of ways to help develop their understanding 

and the meaning behind mathematical concepts. 

Years 1 and 2 are using White Rose scheme but are focusing on the concrete elements of maths (please see the maths policy for an explanations) years 3, 4 

and Year 5 and Year 6 are using ‘Target your Maths’ and the ‘White Rose’ scheme to continue CPA practice but using the White Rose booklets so they have a 

high quality pictoral representations to base their learning on. The below representations are based on the maths mastery approach. A more detailed 

explanation of these can be found in the maths policy. 
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Key Vocabulary: sum, total, parts and wholes, plus, add, altogether, more, ”is equal to” “is the same as”, increase. 
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Key Language: Take away, less than, the difference, subtract, minus, fewer, decrease. 
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Key Language: Double, times, multiplied by, the product of, groups of, lots of and equal groups. 
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Key Language: Share, group, divide, divided by, half. 
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