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Policy For Collective Worship

At St Margaret’s collective worship is an important part of school life and as a VA Church of England Primary  School it complies with its Trust Deed which states that worship should be ‘in accordance with the principles and practices of the Church of England’. In accordance with legal requirements (School Standards & Framework Act 1998) an act of collective worship takes place every day. 
Although worship reflects the school’s Anglican heritage and is based on the traditions of the Christian Church it is a shared activity that allows for a variety of responses, providing an opportunity for those of any religious faith or none to focus and reflect on stimuli which allow the human spirit to respond with integrity.  The school is committed to respect the religious communities from which pupils come.
Aims and Purpose

School acts of worship aim to:

· commend the Christian faith to the children

· give an opportunity, for those who wish, to worship God

· help children to develop a sense of awe and wonder at the world around them
· offer children a spiritual dimension to their lives and personal relationships.

· strengthen and support the school community and celebrate each unique individual member made in the image of God

· provide regular time and opportunity for reflection and to enable children to move from what is of immediate but passing concern to the broader and more lasting concerns of life.

· provide time and opportunity for thanksgiving and to enjoy the unity which derives from sharing friendship, acceptance, joys, hopes and fears, etc.

· develop an awareness of and concern for the needs of others as well as personal needs.

· provide time to share with others the things they have been doing, their thoughts and ideas.

· help children to develop shared values, particularly those listed under `The School’s Ten Commandments’

· give children experience of being active members of a caring community.

· respond in a compassionate and civilised way to experiences of injustice, cruelty, exploitation, greed etc.

The School’s Organisation of Collective Worship

There is an act of collective worship each day as follows:
	Monday
	Whole School 
	10.15 - 10.30


	School Hall

	Tuesday
	Whole School
	10.15 - 10.30


	School hall

	Wednesday
	Whole School, Parents and Friends
	 9.10 - 9.30

	School Hall

	Thursday
	Classes 3, 4,5 and 6

Classes R, 1 and 2


	10.15 – 10.30

(flexible timing)
	School Hall

Classroom

	Friday
	Whole School (Often Class Led)
	10.10- 10.30
	School Hall


The school regularly worships in the parish church including one Sunday each term. Open assemblies occur in the Church midweek to celebrate special occasions such as lent, St Margaret’s day.
Whole school acts of worship are conducted by the headteacher, senior staff, St Margaret’s church clergy, visiting speakers from local churches and Christian Societies.
Planning

The school follows a four year cycle planned by the Collective Worship co-ordinator and agreed by the staff.

(See Annex 1)

Regard has been given to: 

· using the Bible as a source book for inspiration and learning;
· observing the cycle of the Church’s year: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost;
· giving the children a variety of experiences to enable them to come to the threshold of worship.  

The Character of Worship  

Collective worship is planned to involve a range of creative arts to ensure it is of benefit to all children; these will include the telling of appropriate stories from the Bible and other sources, drama, dance, poetry, mime, music, both as listeners and participants, visiting speakers and occasional use of other visual aids.
The children will be given an opportunity to respond to these experiences through silent reflection, spoken prayer, the singing of songs and thoughtful spoken response.
The prayers used may be ones that the children have written themselves, traditional prayers or short prayers led by the teacher or visitor.  In addition to silent reflection, we have identified five characteristics of worshipful response:

saying thank you, saying sorry, thinking of others, remembering and celebrating.
Children are invited to make a prayer their own by saying `Amen’ (I agree).

The school will use a modern version of the Lord’s Prayer on appropriate occasions, but it will not be used on a daily basis.  The school will use the modern version as used in the parish church at the service most children attend.
Right of withdrawal 

The right of withdrawal complies with the 1944 Education Act and Parents can request permission for their child to be withdrawn from religious worship and suitable supervision will be provided. However, the Christian character of the school is clearly explained to new parents and children and there is an expectation that all pupils will be present as the acts of worship are planned to be inclusive of all pupils. The school expects that withdrawal will only be made following discussions with the headteacher, followed by written confirmation of withdrawal. The right to withdraw from school worship does not extend to teachers in voluntary aided schools

Monitoring and review
Monitoring the policy and practice of Christian worship is the role of the collective worship coordinator and a named school governor. 
Policy to be reviewed every three years.
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