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ST MARGARET’S CEVAP SCHOOL

Spelling Policy
Aims

At St Margaret’s CEVAP School our main aim is to create an environment that allows children to develop the ability to learn spellings and to use them subsequently to produce an effective piece of writing.

The key to our whole approach is building an environment where it is both safe for children to:

• Try out unknown spellings before committing themselves to a final version

• Draw on the learning strategies devised by peers as well as teachers
• Develop confidence in using available resources such as dictionaries, ‘Have a Go’ books and computer spell checks effectively.

Spelling and the National Literacy Strategy

There are four distinct areas in the teaching of spelling that form the basis of the NLS word level objectives:

• Patterns and rules

• High frequency words

• Topic or technical words

• Individual spelling strategies

Using each of these areas we can develop strategies /activities that seek to meet the needs of all the pupils.

The teaching of spelling.
In order to guide children to becoming more confident spellers, the teaching of spelling is as investigative as possible. The lessons provide visual, auditory, kinaesthetic and cognitive elements in which the children play a vital role in their own learning. 

Visual - remembering common patterns; writing words down to check if they look right. Looking for words within words.

Aural and oral – hearing and pronouncing words, emphasising or exaggerating. Pronunciation to aid learning (e.g. Wed-nes-day) breaking words into syllables or phonemes.

Kinaesthetic – writing common patterns; tracing over words; sky writing as you say each letter; getting the feel of common handwriting joins.

Cognitive – knowing rules, conventions, possible and impossible combinations;

identifying word roots, suffixes and prefixes; using knowledge of grammar and using mnemonics.

In Foundation and KS1, daily activities follow the ‘Letters and Sounds’ framework and are taught along with the Jolly Phonics scheme.  This moves on into Year 3.
In KS2, investigations are taken from and based upon the KS2 objectives in the Literacy Framework.

Key words used in the teaching of spelling are used from year to year to ensure continuity and aid children’s understanding: blend, segment, phonemes and graphemes are the more common key words.

Once a spelling objective has been taught, opportunities are given to the children to reinforce and consolidate this learning through independent activities during guided reading sessions.  Spellings can be linked to handwriting patterns, phonic activities, use of ICT, developing dictionary skills, and using words learnt in a meaningful way so that children can apply what they’ve learnt in their everyday writing.

Spelling banks are displayed in classrooms identifying both key words, letter patterns and subject specific vocabulary linking to other curriculum areas.  Dictionaries and thesauruses are important to develop children’s choices of vocabulary, and these should be easily accessible to children.  Children also have individual Work Books or Have a Go books to record any new or unfamiliar vocabulary.  

Homework and Spelling
From Year 1, every three weeks a list of spellings is sent home to reinforce what has been taught at school.  During this three week period the children are encouraged to use the words they are learning through a range of activities so that they are not learnt in isolation.  The children are assessed on these words after the three weeks. 
Assessment

It has long been accepted that to highlight every spelling error in a child’s writing can be especially damaging for the very children we want to support most. A marking focus is essential where teachers mark to the lesson objective rather than identifying all errors. Teachers can have a focus to mark spelling:

• A rule or pattern that has formed the basis of recent literacy work

• Those high frequency words that the child is currently working on

• Topic or technical words highlighted by the word bank.

In September a spelling assessment is carried out on all children in Key Stage 2 by the SENCo.
In Year 2 and Year 6, children sit a spelling test as part of their National SATs tests. In addition to this, Years 3, 4 and 5, children sit a spelling test as part of the Optional SATs tests. The spelling test results forms part of the overall English level awarded.
The children are assessed on a selection of words that have been sent home to be learnt.  They are also assessed on their everyday writing.

Equality of opportunity

All pupils are entitled to learn to spell a bank of everyday, high and medium

frequency words that they will need as life skills. They are entitled to be taught how to develop strategies to be able to attempt spellings and to know how to check if spellings are correct. Pupils who are having difficulties with spellings will be given extra support within the differentiated planning. Children with SEN who may

have difficulties with spellings, will be given support as needed.

Some children may require additional support with spelling according to their home background.

It is important that the children don’t just learn words in isolation, but use them in context so that they can retain their spelling knowledge and apply to writing across the curriculum.

Review

The Co-ordinator will review this policy annually and make minor changes where necessary. The Head Teacher and staff will review this policy in 2010.
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