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ST MARGARET’S CEVAP SCHOOL

Reading Policy
Rationale

Reading is the most important of the basic skills of literacy. It must therefore have the highest priority from staff, so that children acquire these skills successfully and develop a positive habit towards reading. We must ensure that they become confident, independent readers, deriving great enjoyment from literature, and possessing the necessary skills for research needs.

We acknowledge that children will develop the reading habit at different rates and that they will need different types of teaching support. Reading must also be seen as a part of the child's total language development.

Aims

· To build on the child’s prior knowledge and early literacy experience.

· To recognise and value the parents/carers role and to work together to develop the child’s reading skills.

· To teach our pupils to become confident, independent reflective readers who read from a range of texts for a variety of purposes.

· To deliver a structured and progressive whole school approach to the teaching of reading.

· To create a reading culture by providing a rich language environment within the classroom and throughout the school.

· To select appropriate resources to motivate, challenge and extend pupils effectively.

· To identify pupils who require additional support and intervene at an early stage.

· To monitor reading progress and levels of attainment closely.

· To promote an ethos of achievement by setting high expectations and challenging targets

· To keep abreast of current educational thinking and practice.

Teaching and Learning

Individual Reading
Children may be heard to read individually by the class teacher, classroom assistants or additional adults in the class under the guidance of the teacher.

All children have throughout the school will have an individual reading book.  In Foundation and Key Stage One Oxford Reading Scheme is used, moving on to real books.

Real books which are levelled are used throughout the rest of the school, these are kept in classrooms.  The children are encouraged to select their own books to read, although sometimes this is under the guidance of the class teacher.

Pocket Fact books are sub-levelled books to support children with specific reading needs in Key Stage 2.  These are levelled from 2C up to 4A.  They have focused questions to help develop children’s comprehension skills.

Wolf Hill books are used to develop the written comprehension skills.

Guided Reading

Guided reading is taught throughout the school, in a small group situation, it is an adult led reading session which has a given focus to move the children’s reading skills forward.

Reading skills begin with holding and reading books in the correct way.  Strategies are taught in recognising words, for example by using phonic knowledge, use of illustrations, omitting words, reading on and then submitting an appropriate word, knowing that it is acceptable to ask for help.  

The children are given the opportunity to discuss texts through questioning, encouraging them to justify their answers and to extend their learning.
Guided reading is planned into the class timetable.  While the teacher is administering the guided reading lesson, the rest of the class are working independently on focused tasks which could link to their spellings, handwriting, writing activities.

Guided Reading is taught either in one whole lesson a week or in shorter sessions over a week.  
Reading skills are also taught during Literacy lessons, 

Assessment

Pupils’ reading should be assessed informally by the teacher.  This will be done by observation/assessment of pupils’ reading and reading related tasks.  Pupils should be given the opportunity to discuss and reflect upon their learning and progress. They should be taught how to comment on their own and others’ work.

Every child has a reading diary. Whenever the child reads to a teacher or classroom assistant, any teaching points or assessments will be entered in the reading diary.

When other adults hear readers they may make a general comment.  Parents are encouraged to record when they have heard their child at home in the reading diary.

Suffolk Reading Tests are carried out in Year 6 in January, and Years 2 and 4 in March

SATs are carried out in Year 6 in line with Government guidelines.

Year 2 SATs and Teacher Assessments are reported in line with Government guidelines.

Year 4 Teacher Assessments are reported

Optional SATs tests are carried out at the end of Years 3-5

In Salford Reading Test assessments are carried out by the head teacher in December and June, starting in Year 1 and tracking the children through their time at school.
Great emphasis must be placed on the teaching of Letters and Sounds in Foundation and Key Stage One, moving on into Year 3. 

Parental Support

Parents are encouraged to support reading in the classroom and at home. 

Parents will be encouraged to use their child's reading diary as a means of

communication.

Review

The Co-ordinator will review this policy annually and make minor changes where necessary. The Head Teacher and staff will review this policy in 2010.

Date Policy Written October 2009
Policy Reviewed September 2010
Review date for Policy September 2011
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