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           ST MARGARET’S CEVAP SCHOOL
Drug Education within PSHE
and
The Handling of Drug Related Incidents Policy
BASIS FOR SCHOOL POLICY
This policy was developed by staff as part of the Healthy School’s initiative.

The policy was written with due consideration to the DfES document: “Drugs Guidance for Schools”- 2004 and to the Suffolk LEA/School Risk management/ Health and Safety Policy.

Reference has also been made to

DfEE 2004 Working Together

The policy should be considered in conjunction with:

The PSHE and Citizenship Policy

The SEN Policy

The Behaviour Policy

The Child Protection Policy

The Equal Opportunities Policy

Visitors Policy

DOCUMENTATION
The school keeps records of any drug related incident. General information will be recorded in the school’s Health & Safety Register.

Specific named reports will be kept in pupil’s files for confidentiality. Note: Any Child Protection issues would take precedence. Drugs related incidents requiring notification to the police will be recorded as above and also made available to the LEA.

DRUGS POLICY STATEMENT
St Margaret’s School is a Christian community and built on Christian values. As a Church of England Aided School the teachings of the Christian faith are very much our first priority and are the cornerstone on and around which all our aims and objectives are based. Building on this firm foundation we aim to offer a curriculum which allows for the development of an individual pupil’s capacities, personal qualities and attitudes.

1
INTRODUCTION

St Margaret’s School believes that the misuse of drugs endangers not only our pupils but also affects the wider community in which we live.  It is the school’s responsibility to ensure the child’s health and safety while in our care and we also strive to promote their personal and social well-being.  Drug misuse undermines this and hinders the development of the young person.

The policy provides a focus for the school to consider how drugs education should be implemented and developed within the curriculum, and outlines the roles, responsibilities and legal duties of key staff.  From a wider perspective, it gives parents and the local community an opportunity for involvement in drug issues.  The policy forms an integral part of our existing health education and personal and social education programmes, and the drug education programme complements this.

1.1 
RATIONALE

St Margaret’s Primary School recognises that young people in today’s society are exposed to the risks associated with the drug culture that exists. 

The school wishes to promote the development of the ‘whole person’ which encompasses physical, mental, emotional, social and environmental health; by equipping pupils with the knowledge, skills, attitudes and values to handle their lives effectively in the present and prepare them for adulthood.

Drugs education should therefore form an integral part of the school curriculum.

 1.2 
DRUGS EDUCATION IN CONTEXT

A life skills approach to drug prevention is essential and within the programme, pupils are taught about raising self-esteem, self confidence and assertiveness to prepare them for making informed decisions about drug use, the main focus being on knowledge, social skills, attitudes and values.

2
THE RANGE OF SUBSTANCES

‘A drug is any substance which, when taken, has the effect of altering the way a person behaves, feels sees or thinks.  As well as everyday substances such as tea and coffee, drugs include:

(
alcohol and tobacco

(
‘over the counter medicines’ such as paracetamol for headaches

(
prescribed drugs, such as antibiotics and tranquilisers

(
volatile substances such as glues and aerosols

(
illegal drugs such as cannabis, LSD and ecstasy

The school recognises that this policy focuses mainly on illicit drugs. 

Procedures for handling alcohol and tobacco misuse are outlined in Appendix 1 and are also covered in the Behaviour Policy.  Procedures for handling prescribed medicines and volatile substances are also outlined in Appendix 1 and are in the school’s Health and Safety policy.  This policy complements these policies and also the Child Protection Policy.  It does not exist in isolation.

If the Head Teacher has reasonable grounds to suspect that drugs are being used or supplied on the school premises, they will take appropriate steps to inform the relevant bodies in order to avoid any liability as a ‘manager or occupier’ of premises.

If staff have taken possession of a substance for the purposes of protecting a pupil from harm and from committing an offence; they should under no circumstance, try to analyse or identify it.  If they suspect it to be LSD, they should wear gloves when handling it, to avoid ingestion through the skin. The drug should be immediately stored in a safe place, and the police contacted.

3
PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING AND REPORTING INCIDENTS

A suspected drug related incident is described as 

· Suspect drugs found on the school premises

· A pupil suspected of being in possession of drugs

· A pupil found to be in possession of drugs

· A pupil  suspected of being under the influence of drugs

· An adult suspected of being under the influence of drugs

When an incident occurs the member of staff involved should:

· Make the situation safe

· Send for support

· Administer first aid if necessary

· If an illegal drug is found it should be secured in a safe place until dealt with by the police

· Report the incident

The incident will be in the first incidence reported to the Head Teacher who will contact the police in this area. The parents will also be contacted and made aware of the situation. The incident will be recorded by the teacher involved and by the designated teacher. 

All staff are made aware of the procedures and where necessary emergency procedures will be followed. If a search needs to be made the Head Teacher will conduct this with an appropriate witness.

3.1 
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

For the purposes of this policy, an emergency is considered to be either:

· A situation in which a pupil or staff is in danger, or 

· A sequence of events which require urgent attention.

3.2 
CONFIDENTIALITY

Where a pupil discloses to a teacher that he or she is taking drugs, the teacher should make it clear that he or she can offer no guarantee of confidentiality.  However the teacher can advise the pupil of other sources of confidential information or advice.  Pupils should also be encouraged to talk to their parents. A record will be made of the disclosure and the Head Teacher is to be informed.

4
THE PLACE OF DRUGS EDUCATION WITHIN THE PSHE     CURRICULUM

Drug education should not be seen as a one off topic but as a continuous process which involves the development of skills and attitudes enabling pupils to make informed choices.  Effective drug education should take account of not only the individual, but also the family, their peer groups, and the wider community.  Where possible, the school promotes the partnership between the parent and child, when addressing drug issues.

At Key Stages 1 and 2, the statutory curriculum for pupils includes the cross-curricular theme of Health Education.  This theme provides opportunities for young people to develop their knowledge and understanding of the use, misuse, risks and effects of drugs and other potentially harmful substances, their effects of health and lifestyle. 

Drugs education is specifically included within the Programmes of Study for PSHE and Science,
5
THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE DRUGS EDUCATION PROGRAMME

The school’s drugs education programme is grounded in the following aims and objectives:

5.1  
AIMS

· To promote positive attitudes towards personal health.

· To develop self-discipline and self-respect.
· To build pupils’ self esteem.

· To develop decision-making skills which may delay or prevent the onset of experimentation.
· To inform pupils of the effects of drug abuse, and the risks involved.
· To help pupils to understand how they can influence their peers.
· To develop knowledge and understanding of themselves and others as individuals.
5.2  
OBJECTIVES

Drugs Education should enable pupils to develop a knowledge and understanding about drugs and drug issues, as well as the skills needed to cope with challenges they will encounter.

Pupils should be able to:

· Understand their own personality, needs, abilities and interests.

· Understand the process of reasoning required to make informed choices.

· Explore their own attitudes towards drugs and drug issues.

· Develop coping strategies to deal with peer pressure.

· Develop a competence in challenging attitudes and patterns of behaviour associated with drug misuse.

· Develop self-discipline.

· Understand what is meant by ‘a drug’ and the definition of ‘addiction’.

· Understand how some drugs affect the body.

· Be aware of the benefits of healthy lifestyles.

· Recognise potential drug exploitation and how to take avoiding action.

· Be aware of the current drug culture and the effect of advertising campaigns.

6 
THE DELIVERY AND ORGANISATION OF THE DRUGS EDUCATION PROGRAMME

Drugs Education is a whole staff issue.  St Margaret’s Primary School ensures that staff are regularly updated with changes in the curriculum and changes to the policy, which have an effect on their delivery of the curriculum.  Where possible staff received in-service training on drug issues.

LISTENING TO THE PUPILS

An important part of the whole school approach will be “listening”.  Staff and pupils will be encouraged to listen to each other and to engage in open discussion.  They will be given the opportunity of contributing towards the way forward as far as drugs education is concerned through open debate and the school council.

CONTENTS OF PROGRAMME

Key Stage 1

Pupils should be taught the role of drugs and medicines. This will be achieved by the following theme:

a) Assessing the risk – The safety of medicines.

b) Understanding the risks and consequences.

The work in these modules will contribute towards:

· Developing confidence and responsibilities and making the most of our abilities

· Preparing to play an active role as citizens

· Developing a healthy, safer lifestyle

· Developing good relationships and respecting the differences between people

Key Stage 2

Pupils will be taught about the effects on the human body of tobacco, alcohol and other drugs and how these relate to their personal health.  This will be achieved through the themes:

· Substance use/misuse Year 3/4

· Influences and pressure Year 3/4

· Making responsible choices year 5/6

The work in these modules will contribute towards:

· Developing confidence and responsibility and making the most of their abilities

· Developing a healthy, safer lifestyle

· Developing good relationships and respecting the difference between people

· Preparing to play an active role as citizens

Full details can be found in the medium term plans for each year group.

RESOURCES

These can be found in the following places:

· Class resource areas

· Small office

· Library

DRUG EDUCATION WITHIN SCIENCE

Under the National Curriculum all schools should teach the following:

· Key Stage 1.  Pupils should learn about the role of drugs as medicines.

· Key Stage 2.  Pupils should learn that alcohol, tobacco and other drugs could have harmful effects.

TEACHING ABOUT DRUG EDUCATION.

Between 30 minutes and 1 hour a week is spent on PSHE in this school.  Drug education is timetabled as part of the medium term plans. (See Suffolk LEA medium term plans) The learning objective for each lesson will always be made explicit to the pupils. 

Teachers will usually take PSHE and science lessons but there are occasions where visitors from outside agencies will have a role in lessons, e.g. the Police and School Nurse. A cross-curricular approach will be used when appropriate.

Lessons should always start at the point which pupils can relate to and then the lesson will progress into new areas of exploration and learning.  St Margaret’s will use an active learning approach.  Teachers will act as facilitators ensuring that all pupils are fully involved by using a variety of interactive and participatory teaching methods that engage pupils actively in their own learning. (See page 21 and appendices in “Drugs Guidance for Schools.)

SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS

When planning a unit of work, teachers will always give special appropriate consideration to:

· Pupils with special educational needs

· Cultural, ethnicity and diversity

· The local context

· Pupils living in an atmosphere of drug, alcohol or substance misuse

· Curriculum organization

ASSESSMENT

The elements of the drug education programme, which form part of the science curriculum, will be assessed according to the lesson objectives and key objectives.

There will be a regular assessment before, during and after a drug education programme.  This will often be informal and verbal and may include:

· Feedback from pupils individually and in groups, verbally or by use of a mind map

· Class discussion

· Teacher observations

MONITORING.

The PSHE co-ordinator is responsible for regular monitoring of the teaching and learning of the subject in line with the schools procedure.

EVALUATING THE DRUGS EDUCATION PROGRAMME

This will be achieved through regular staff reviews, which will include the results of monitoring, feedback from staff, parents and pupils.  Pupils will have the opportunity of feedback at the end of a series of lessons covering the theme under consideration.  Parents will have the opportunity to voice their thoughts at parent consultation evenings and discussion evenings.

6.1  
OUTSIDE AGENCIES

St Margaret’s Primary School may use outside agencies to help delivery the drug education programme if the teacher ensures that the following criteria are met:

· The content and delivery of the programme has been jointly agreed.

· The programme and methods of delivery are consistent with the aims and objectives outlined in this policy.

· The Head Teacher has given approval for the use of the outside agency.

· CRB disclosure will be required from any person delivering drug education.

· Is in line with the schools visitor’s policy

7
LINKS WITH PARENTS, THE COMMUNITY AND THE POLICE

Parents play a vital role in the prevention of drug misuse.  They are involved in the planning of the school drug policy and they should be involved fully in the education of their child.  This is especially so with the drug education programmes.  Parents are encouraged to play an active role in homework tasks, to participate in the Learning Together Programme and to discuss drug issues with their child whenever possible.  Parents are also aware of the school’s procedures for dealing with drug related incidents.

The school endeavors to work closely with the local community to help reduce the number of drug related incidents.

St Margaret’s Primary School has developed good working relationships with the local police.  This helps to ensure that if a drug related incident is reported, it will be dealt with in a professional and discrete manner, and in keeping the best interests of the child concerned in mind.

8
THE ROLE OF THE HEAD TEACHER FOR DRUG RELATED INCIDENTS

The Head Teacher is responsible for the co-ordination of the arrangements to deal with individual cases of suspected or actual drug misuse.  Their role includes:

· Implementing procedures as outlined in this policy for dealing with an incident

· Receiving any substance found in school

· Liaison with the appropriate authorities on any drug related incident

· Regularly updating staff on the policy and the procedures for dealing with a drug related incident

· The induction of new staff as appropriate

· Liaison with outside agencies in relation to drug related incidents

9 
MONITORING AND EVALUATING

The school drug education policy is periodically reviewed to reflect changing circumstances and trends in drugs use. The programmes of study for drug education are continually reviewed and any changes deemed necessary are implemented.

The induction of new staff will include introduction to this policy.

The policy is available to parents if they request it and is on the schools website www.stmargaretsipswich.org
Signed:




Signed:

Head teacher:




Chair of Governors:

Date:






Date:

Written April 2009

Review 2011

APPENDIX 1

PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING ALCOHOL MISUSE

Pupils bringing alcohol into school will be dealt with under the school’s discipline policy.

PROCEDURES FOR HANDLING TOBACCO MISUSE

The school building and its outside environment is strictly a no smoking area and notices are posted to that effect.  This applies to all staff, visitors, bodies who hire the school and people who undertake building and maintenance work. 
Adults breaking this rule will be advised by other members of staff.

Pupils breaking this rule will be dealt with under the school’s discipline policy.

THE MANAGEMENT OF PRESCRIBED MEDICINES

 As a general rule medication for use by pupils is not allowed in school.
At the start of the school year, parents must complete a medical form indicating any medical illness their child. If a child is fit enough to attend school there should not, as a general rule, be a need for staff to administer medicine. Very occasionally children who have been ill are well enough to return to school while still taking a prescribed medicine. The Local Authority issues the following guidelines:

“Parents continue to have responsibility for their child’s well-being at school in circumstances where it is agreed that the Head teacher or a member of staff will act on the parents, behalf by administering medicine.  However, the school reserves the right not to agree to administer medicine in certain cases unless it is satisfied that this is the parents’ wish, that the details of the dosage and timing have been conveyed precisely and that to do so would have no harmful effect upon the child.”

If a pupil needs to bring a prescribed medicine into school and it is not possible for the parent/carer to administer it themselves by coming in, the following guidelines must be adhered to:

· A letter from the parent explaining the nature of the illness and the dosage required must be sent with the pupil

· The pupil must immediately give the medicine to their class teacher who will then give it to the school secretary
· The school secretary must store the medicine in a secure space and ensure that only the pupil, for whom the medicine is prescribed, takes the medicine.

MEDICINES ON RESIDENTIAL VISITS.

A letter will be issued to parents asking them to inform the school of a                   child’s medicinal requirements. The medication provided by the parent/carer will then be the responsibility of the teacher to look after and administer

INHALERS
Generally speaking, pupils will be responsible for their own inhalers if they are asthmatic and need to be aware of taking the inhaler with them to services held in church, swimming lessons at Crown Pool and school visits. 

In Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1, inhalers are kept centrally with the teacher, clearly marked with the child’s name.  

In Key Stage 2 inhalers are kept in individual’s tray.  

THE MANAGEMENT OF SOLVENTS 

Pupils are not permitted to bring solvents or aerosols into school.  This includes tippex fluid and pens, tippex thinners, glue, marker pens and spray deodorants.  Pupils are permitted to bring felt tip pens to school.

All members of staff are responsible for the safe storage and usage of solvents in their classroom.  Where possible they should be locked away when not in use.  This includes white board markers, glues and paints.  The caretaker should also ensure that his store is locked when not in use and that solvents are held in a secure place.

APPENDIX 2 - HANDLING INCIDENTS

Action to be taken in the event of a suspected incident of drug misuse where the designated teacher for drug issues is the principal:
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APPENDIX 3 – EMERGENCY FIRST AID

Emergency Action for all members of the school community:

In the event of finding someone collapsed and unconscious, summon help and follow these procedures until help arrives:

1. Check that the mouth is free of obstruction and the airway clear.

2. If necessary pull the tongue forward

3. Loosen clothing at the neck-line

4. Place the person in the recovery position with the head forward (refer to illustrations of recovery position next page)

5. Check for chest movement and colour of face, lips and tongue; if these begin to turn blue, a person qualified in first aid should resuscitateThe Recovery Position

coNFIDENTIAL

st margaret’s church of england primary school

record of drug related incident

limited access only

Description of the Incident and Action Taken

            
.


                                 








Please retain one copy for your confidential file

and return the original to:


Designated Officer – Drug Education
Suffolk County Council
Endeavor House

Ipswich




































IF A SUBSTANCE IS FOUND IT SHOULD BE RETAINED AND GIVEN TO PRINCIPAL UNTIL POLICE CAN BE INFORMED





IF PROBLEM NOT URGENT, DISCUSS WITH DESIGNATED TEACHER FOR DRUGS AFTER THE INCIDENT





HEAD TEACHER’S ACTION ACTIONACTION





HEAD TEACHER DECIDES ACTION AND INFORMS:





POLICE


PARENTS


BOARD OF GOVERNOR


SPECIALIST DRUGS SUPPORT AGENCY AS APPROPRIATE





INVOKES DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES (IF APPROPRIATE)


PUPIL’S NEEDS ASSESSED AND APPROPRIATE SUPPORT GIVEN





REVIEW PROCEDURE AND ALTER, IF NECCESSARY





TEACHER’S ACTION





LATER:





WRITE A REPORT OF THE INCIDENT





INFORM HEAD TEACHER





TEACHERS ASSESSES SITUATION AND DECIDES ACTION, IF URGENT





SEND FOR ADDITIONAL STAFF SUPPORT IMMEDIATELY





MAKE SITUATION SAFE FOR ALL PUPILS





SECURE FIRST AID AND CALL AMBULANCE IF NECESSARY
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Free the other arm to let it lie alongside the body
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Bend the uppermost leg and bring well forward to support the body
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Check that the air-way remains open


Keeping the uppermost arm bent, move it out from the body to act as a support
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Support the head and grip the clothing at the hip


Roll the casualty towards you until he/she rests against your knees








2





Place the arm nearest to you by the casualty’s side, then slide the hand, palm upwards, under the buttock.


Bend the other arm and lay it across the chest


Lift the far leg and bringing it towards you cross it over the leg nearest you








1





Turn the face towards you


Tilt the head backwards and move the jaw forward to ensure that the air-way remains open

















________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





1.	Name of Pupil / Young person _________________________ DOB ____________





	Address ___________________________________________________________


	


	School  __________________________________________________














Date of Incident  ___________________ Reported by _______________________





Time of Incident ________ Location of Incident _____________________________











3.	First Aid given 	YES / NO	Administered by ___________________________





	Ambulance/Doctor Called      YES / NO      Time of Call ______________________





	Drug Involved (if known) _______________________      Sample Found  YES / NO








4.	Parent Informed     YES / NO	Date ______________________ Time _________





	By whom  __________________________________________________________








Where sample retained _______________________________________	      or





Date Sample Destroyed ______________________  Time ___________________





Witnessed by _______________________________________________________








6.	Police Informed     YES / NO    Date __________________ Time ______________





	By ____________________ Name of Station / Officer _______________________








7.	PEP  Officer Informed     	YES / NO  Date ________________





	Time ___________  By whom __________________________________________








Form completed by _____________________________ Date _________________





Position ____________________________________________________________


 


	Countersigned by Head Teacher ___________________________





	Dated ____________________
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